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Foreword: Learning the art of parley at an early age turned my life into an 
exciting adventure. Mastering the art of parley made me the Captain of my 
destiny. Transactional conversations reveal desire and resistance, where parley 
reveals the path of least resistance for every sale.  

And in America, everything is a sale.  
— 
Roger, a punk from Chicago  



When I was five they told me I had ‘big shoes to fill’ as the ‘man of the house,’ 
but nobody told me how. Three years later, an ad in a comic book challenged 
me to sell greeting cards door-to-door. 

Facing my fears, I knocked and when Mrs. Andrews opened the door, time froze. 
As she handed back the samples I asked her to buy a box, but she said no. 
Asking why not, she revealed that she wanted two. 

Entering flow during most conversations I quickly sold out. My self-esteem and 
confidence grew with every sale. Heading home with my empty wagon and a 
pocket full of loot, I felt like a pirate.  



My first attempts were guided by simple instructions from a pamphlet.  

Instead of a gimmick-filled sales pitch, I learned to invite folks to buy.  

Becoming the customer’s Hero makes it fun and easy for them to buy, and for 
them to say “Hey, I got a guy,…” when their friends have similar needs. 



The science of parley is in the questions you ask, not in the statements you 
make. 

Folks open up through conversation. When you gain their trust, they’ll share their 
desires, and when they do you just need to make it fun and easy for them to get 
what they want.  

Answering all of the customer’s questions first often means you will only have to 
ask one: How does that sound? 



Learn all you can about selling from your fellow sellers.  

Think of the dues you pay as your investment in your continued success. 

Choose gigs with on the job training to earn as you learn. 

Do more than expected and elevate every transaction 



The art parley is your connection with the customer. More than once that 
connection has led to new gigs and further adventures. 

From the sales desk, I’ve stumbled up to manage a home center, a paint store, 
and a radio station, and to direct marketing for a mechanical contractor and a 
couple of automotive manufacturers. 

Mastery of parley ensures continuous employment, and gave me the confidence 
to go into business on a dare from a client in the 80’s. 



Institutional learning facilities produce fleshy cogs for corporations. Learning to 
do what successful people have already done brings success.  Books, tapes, 
and seminars led me to the gurus successful folks choose, and beyond to those 
guru’s gurus. 

Chris Lytle’s training in three different industries made me a marketing 
mercenary, able to sell anything to anyone, anytime, anywhere!. Employer 
investment in my melon also included mentoring by the first billionaire in Texas, 
Walter Haley.  



All business plans have only nine moving parts, and an awareness of each is 
enough to begin. Plug in your passion, project your parley, then reverse engineer 
the rest of the plan. 

Start today. From where you are, with what you have. Move forward one step at 
a time.  

Don’t quit your day job. Focus your efforts and work in the margins. Use 
technology without losing your soul. 



If experience is the best teacher, why not cheat and use mine? My Captain’s Log 
is published at leeper dot info, with new content added as statutes of limitation 
expire. 

Many will tell you they’ve ‘been there, done that, and got the t-shirt’.  

Not Me. I snuck in there, stole that, and still sell the t-shirts. 



Over 100,000 hours of sales and marketing experience makes it easy for me to 
draft an actionable business plan for any brand in under an hour.  

But enough about me. How about you? 



Ready to profit from your passion? 

Then learn about business by building your own in the fastest, easiest way 
possible. 

Master the art of parley. Learn how to sell anything to anyone, anytime, 
anywhere! 

Then learn how to think like a pirate.  

Have fun, be lazy, and cheat!


